The Court of Star-Chamber.              ciii

a new court, consisting of certain great officials and other
members of the Council, with two judges, and endowed it
with large but specific powers. This is the court afterwards
known, as the Star-Chamber, and abolished in 1641. The
Act of 1487, while setting up this new machinery, did not
repeal the above-mentioned Acts, or in any way limit the
jurisdiction, partly customary, partly statutory, exercised
by the Council. For some time the Council and the court
remained quite distinct, and their jurisdictions, though at
least partially overlapping, were exercised concurrently.
Since three-fourths of the members of the court were Privy
Councillors, this need not have led to any collision. That
the court of 1487 existed in its original form down to the
year 1529 is clear from an Act of that year (21 Hen. VIII.
20), by which its jurisdiction was confirmed, and the Presi-
dent of the Council added to it.

But about the middle of the sixteenth century an im-
portant change took place in its composition. The Star-
Chamber, as we know it in Elizabeth's reign and subse-
quently, is no longer the small body constituted in 1487,
but a court consisting of all the members of the Privy
Council together with the two chief justices. This is clear
not only from the evidence of contemporary writers (pp. 175,
180, 182, 403, 408), but from many incidental allusions,
and from the records of the court. These records1 show
that, while the court was sometimes smaller in respect of
numbers than that constituted in 1487, it was generally
much larger, and that a bishop was not by any means
always present. This discrepancy has led some eminent
writers to conclude, that the court established in 1487 was
not the Star-Chamber, that it ceased to exist about the
middle of the sixteenth century, and consequently that the
Star-Chamber (that is, the court known by that name in
the reign of Elizabeth and afterwards) could not base any

1 Some notes from Charles I's reign are published in ' Cases in the
Star-Chamber and High Commission/ Camden Society, 1886.